




















11. Nature Based Cities Rules for use of the accreditation trade marks

Schedule A 
Example Completed Scorecard
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The Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines 
Scorecard is for developers who care about 
sustainable design and want to focus on 
nature-based solutions.

The scorecard comprises a set of achievable landscape 
based design goals, which can be adopted as a design brief 
to guide architects and landscape architects. The scorecard 
sets the two following levels of achievement: ‘Commended’ or 
‘Exemplary’. 

Once the schematic design is complete and submitted 
for approval, the scorecard is formalised based on actual 
outcomes. Submitting it with supporting documents secures 
the Nature Based Cities rating.

Commended 
60%

Exemplary
80%

Exemplary projects are the 
highest rated NBC projects, 
designed in accordance 
with the Nature Based Cities 
Guidelines with a scoring of 
80% or more of available points.

To achieve Commended 
status, projects must achieve 
a minimum score of 60-80% 
of available points.
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*Mandatory information

1. Views and Site Planning

 1 Point

At least 50% of apartments have a view to green open space.

 2 Points

All apartments have a view to green open space.

Explanatory Notes 
Green open space must be visible from a habitable room. It can be on or off site and include:

• Parks, Gardens or communal open spaces with at least 3 canopy trees visible from apartment.

• Streets with trees. At least 3 street trees should be visible from the apartment.

Aligns with Green Star Credit 15 - Connection to Nature (Views)

Additional information required

How many apartments are in your project?*

How many of these will have views to green open space?* 

Percentage of apartments with views?*

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

2. Private Open Space

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Additional information required

Percentage of apartments with planting within their private open space?* 

Percentage of ground level apartments that have planting within their private 
open space?*  

1 Point

At least 10% of residential apartments have planting within their  
private open space.

 2 Points

At least 20% of residential apartments have planting within their private 
open space including all ground level residential apartments.

Explanatory Notes 
Planting includes fixed and irrigated planters such as balcony planters, in-situ planters, or in-ground 
planting. It does not include pot plants.

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

3. Communal Spaces

 1 Point

Provide landscaped, communal open space with a minimum area  
of 30sqm or 2.5sqm per dwelling, whichever is greater. A minimum 30sqm  
of the communal open space is to receive at least 2 hours of sunlight.

 2 Points

Provide landscaped, communal open space with a minimum area of 30sqm 
or 3.5 sqm per dwelling, whichever is greater. A minimum 30sqm of the 
communal open space is to receive at least 4 hours of sunlight.

Explanatory Notes 
• Communal open space must be on site, accessible to all residents and tenants, and include at

least 1 canopy tree or pergola with climbers and at least 20% planted area.

• The hours of sunlight required are to be calculated at the winter solstice (21st June) and apply to at
least 30 square metres of the designated communal open space.

Aligns with the intent of BESS Urban Ecology  - 1.1 Communal Open Space.

Provisional Score

Additional information required

Area (sqm) of communal open space?* 

Does 30sqm of communal open space receive at least 2 hours sunlight?*  

Does 30sqm of communal open space receive at least 4 hours sunlight?*

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

4. Existing Trees

N/A there are no existing high or moderate value trees on site.

 1 Point

Retain all high value trees.

 2 Points
Retain all high value trees and at least 50% of moderate value trees.

If there are no high value trees on-site points can be achieved by:
1 Point: Retain at least 50% of moderate value trees.
2 Points: Retain all moderate value trees.
If this applies to the project site, please tick the corresponding points box above. 

Explanatory Notes 
Tree value is to be assessed by a Consultant Arborist prior to commencement of the development.

Retention of trees is preferred, but if a tree can’t be retained in its location, it is acceptable to 
transplant the tree if it remains on the development site. Relocation of trees must be carried out by 
a suitably qualified tree transplanter under the supervision of an arborist.

Aligns with the intent of the Green Factor Tool: Category - In Ground Retained / Existing.

Additional information required

Percentage of high value trees retained?*  

Percentage of existing moderate value trees retained?* 

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

5. Canopy Trees

 1 Point

Provide at least 1 large canopy tree per 2,000sqm.

 2 Points

Provide at least 1 large  canopy tree per 1,000sqm, including at least 1 large 
habitat tree per 5,000sqm.

Explanatory Notes 
A large canopy tree is at least 12 metres high with a canopy spread of at least 8 metres when mature.

Retained existing trees can be included in the calculations.

Habitat tree is a tree that can reach 15 metres height or can be demonstrated to provide wildlife habitat.

Aligns with Green Star Credit 36 - Biodiversity Enhancement.

Additional information required

Number of large canopy trees?*  

Number of large habitat canopy trees?*  

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

6. Canopy Cover

 1 Point

Provide a minimum of 15% canopy coverage across the site from trees and/
or climbers on pergolas.

 2 Points

Provide a minimum of 20% canopy coverage across the site from trees and/
or climbers on pergolas.

Explanatory Notes 
Canopy cover is the total land area that will be covered by tree canopy and climbers on pergolas, 
calculated using the expected mature spread of the proposed trees and pergola area to be covered 
by climbers.

Trees planted outside the site boundary (e.g., street trees) can be included in calculations. 

Adequate soil volumes must be demonstrated to gain these points. 

Required soil volume is to be calculated in cubic metres by multiplying the mature canopy area of a 
tree by 0.6.

Exemplary Standard aligns with Enviro Development 1.3.11 Canopy Cover (1 credit).

Additional information required

Percentage of canopy cover?*  

Has adequate soil volume been demonstrated?*

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

7. Biodiversity

 1 Point

Plant at least 60% indigenous plants.

 2 Points

Plant at least 80% indigenous plants. Implement a diverse planting palette 
with 10/20/30 benchmark.

Explanatory Notes 
Indigenous means native to the site’s bioregion as defined by the state government authority 
responsible for environment.

10/20/30 benchmark means no more than 10% of any species, 20% of any one genus and 30% of 
any single family. 

Your ecologist may recommend additional species native to the region to suit the specific 
requirements and objectives of your development.

Exemplary Standard aligns with Green Star Credit 36 - Biodiversity Enhancement.

Additional information required

Percentage of indigenous plants proposed?*  

Will 10/20/30 benchmark be achieved?*  

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

8. Ecology

 1 Point

Engage a qualified Ecologist to provide a report of recommendations  
for development.

 2 Points

Engage a qualified Ecologist to provide a report of recommendations for the 
development and implement all core recommendations. Ecologist to prepare 
a Biodiversity Management Plan. 50% of any identified high value biodiversity 
area must be retained in order to achieve core recommendations.

Explanatory Notes 
The Biodiversity Management Plan should include an assessment of the current site conditions, 
potential threats and recommended actions to mitigate threats and enhance habitat.

The ecologist should be engaged early enough to influence key decision making. They will carry 
out a site survey to understand existing biodiversity and to provide appropriate and meaningful 
ecological enhancement recommendations. The purpose of the Biodiversity Management Plan  
is to ensure recommendations achieve the intended outcomes.

Exemplary Standard aligns with Green Star Credit 36 - Biodiversity Enhancement

Additional information required

Has an ecologist been engaged?*  

Will core recommendations be implemented?* 

Will a Biodiversity Management Plan be prepared?*

Has any area of the site been identified as having high value biodiversity?*

Will 50% of identified high value biodiversity area be retained?*

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

9.	 Planted Area

 1 Point

Garden bed area at a minimum 15% horizontally across the site.

 2 Points

Garden bed area at a minimum 25% horizontally across the site.

Explanatory Notes 
Garden bed area includes mulched and irrigated in-ground planting beds, on-structure planters  
with a minimum 300mm soil depth and internal planting to lobbies or communal spaces.

Commended Standard aligns with Green Star Credit 36 - Biodiversity Enhancement. Exemplary 
Standard aligns with Enviro Development 1.3.3 Green Infrastructure. Consistent with BESS: Urban 
Ecology - 2.1 Vegetation.

Additional information required

Percentage is garden bed, horizontally across the site?* 

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard



*Mandatory information

10.	 Vertical Greening

 1 Point

Vertical greening to provide at least 3% coverage of the lowest 4 storeys  
of the building.

 2 Points

Vertical greening to provide at least 10% coverage of the lowest 4 storeys of 
the building, or 5% of the total facade.

Explanatory Notes 
Vertical greening includes climbing plants, well maintained green walls and shrubs in balcony 
planters that are visible from street level. All planting must be irrigated.

The preference is to concentrate façade greening at the lower levels of buildings where it can be 
appreciated by people at street level.

Vegetated coverage is calculated based on the expected vertical area to be covered by the plants at 
maturity as a percentage of the façade area on an elevation.

Internal green walls can be included in the calculations.

Generally aligns with Green Star Credit 36 - Biodiversity Enhancement, BESS Urban Ecology - 2.3 
Green Walls & Facades, Green Factor Tool Green Wall & Green Facade and Enviro Development 1.3.3 - 
Green Infrastructure, though no minimum areas are provided in these rating tools.

Additional information required

Percentage of coverage of lowest 4 storeys?*  

Percentage of coverage of total facade?* 

Provisional Score

Additional Notes

Nature Based Cities Design Guidelines Scorecard
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Thank you for 
completing the 
Scorecard.
Your provisional score is:

Commended 
60%

Exemplary
80%

Exemplary projects are the 
highest rated NBC projects, 
designed in accordance 
with the Nature Based Cities 
Guidelines with a scoring of 
80% or more of available points.

To achieve Commended 
status, projects must achieve 
a minimum score of 60-80% 
of available points.

Out of a possible 20 points you must score 12-15 points to be accredited as a 
Commended Nature Based Cities project, and 16 points or more to be accredited 
as an Exemplary Nature Based Cities project.

Please note: If existing trees are not located on-site, the calculation is based  
off 18 points. In this case, 11-14 points are required for Commended Nature Based 
Cities accreditation and 15 points or more are required for Exemplary Nature Based 
Cities accreditation.
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22. Nature Based Cities Project Accreditation Pack

6.8	 Project branded (cont.)

These examples demonstrate 
how the Nature Based Cities 
accreditation assets can be 
utilised across a series of 
applications, where the project’s 
branding is utilised.

Project Hoarding Panel

Example of Exemplary secondary text logo 
 - utilised in project colours.
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23. Nature Based Cities Project Accreditation Pack

Front A5 Flyer Back A5 Flyer7.1	 Nature Based Cities A5 flyer 
- Exemplary Standard

The A5 flyer is intended to promote 
the benefits of a Nature Based 
Cities accreditation to prospective 
purchasers. 

Artwork files for both Print (including 
trim marks and bleed) and Digital are 
supplied as part of this pack.

This project is proudly 
designed in accordance 
with the Nature Based 
Cities guidelines - 
Commended Standard.

This project is accredited as a Commended Nature Based Cities 
project, aft er being reviewed in line with the Nature Based Cities 
Guidelines and meeting strict criteria. 

This accreditation recognises the positive role of nature in this 
development, prioritising the inclusion of trees, living landscapes 
and green open space to benefit your health and wellbeing, the 
environment, community and the long term value of the property.

Learn more 

NATUREBASEDCITIES.ORG.AU

Artist Impression

Learn more 

NATUREBASEDCITIES.ORG.AU

The Nature Based Cities philosophy is dedicated to improving urban 
life by prioritising nature in urban living.

What it means to live in a Nature Based 
Cities accredited development.

A good investment
Prioritising nature not only delivers returns for the planet, but returns for homeowners. Our data 
proves that homes within proximity to parks and direct access to nature can increase in value by 
up to 38% when compared with homes not in proximity. 

Know your neighbours
The integration of green spaces within a community creates areas for gathering, exercising 
and socialising, enhancing connections among residents and building a stronger, more 
unified neighbourhood. Amazingly, nature helps us access genuine opportunities to get to 
know our neighbours and form meaningful connections, which keeps our communities safer 
and more resilient.

More trees equals reduced bills
Thanks to their natural ability to protect us and help us manage the weather, trees are high-
value for communities, especially as temperatures rise and weather patt erns become more 
unpredictable. The shade they produce and the cover they provide can help homeowners lower 
power costs related to heating and cooling in a sustainable way.

Less trips to the doctor
Nature is a powerful force with incredible capabilities. One of it’s superpowers is the ability to help 
reduce our exposure to pollutants, UV radiation and extreme heat which can compromise our 
health and lead to challenging and complex illnesses – some of which last a lifetime. Simply put, 
more time in nature is the best medicine a doctor could prescribe.

A happier and healthier you
Research globally, including that commissioned by NBC, shows direct interaction with nature 
makes us happier and healthier. In fact, spending as litt le as 20-30 minutes a day in nature can 
provide significant health benefits, including reduced stress, improved mood, and enhanced 
overall wellbeing, leading to a bett er overall quality of life for you and the people you love.

7.	 Promotional flyer

File Names:
NBC_A5_Flyer_Exemplary_Final_FA_Print.pdf
NBC_A5_Flyer_Exemplary_Final_FA_Digital.pdf
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Front A5 Flyer Back A5 Flyer7.2	 Nature Based Cities A5 flyer 
- Commended Standard

The A5 flyer is intended to promote 
the benefits of a Nature Based 
Cities accreditation to prospective 
purchasers. 

Artwork files for both Print (including 
trim marks and bleed) and Digital are 
supplied as part of this pack.

This project is proudly 
designed in accordance 
with the Nature Based 
Cities guidelines - 
Commended Standard.

This project is accredited as a Commended Nature Based Cities 
project, prioritising the inclusion of trees, green spaces and living 
landscapes to benefit your health and wellbeing, the environment 
and the community.

This accreditation recognises that this project is part of a shared 
mission to integrate nature into the urban fabric, transforming our 
cities globally.

Learn more 

NATUREBASEDCITIES.ORG.AU

Artist Impression

Learn more 

NATUREBASEDCITIES.ORG.AU

The Nature Based Cities philosophy is dedicated to improving urban 
life by prioritising nature in urban living.

What it means to live in a Nature Based 
Cities accredited development.

A good investment
Prioritising nature not only delivers returns for the planet, but returns for homeowners. Our data 
proves that homes within proximity to parks and direct access to nature can increase in value 
by up to 38% when compared with homes not in proximity. 

Know your neighbours
The integration of green spaces within a community creates areas for gathering, exercising 
and socialising, enhancing connections among residents and building a stronger, more 
unified neighbourhood. Amazingly, nature helps us access genuine opportunities to get 
to know our neighbours and form meaningful connections, which keeps our communities 
safer and more resilient.

More trees equals reduced bills
Thanks to their natural ability to protect us and help us manage the weather, trees are high-
value for communities, especially as temperatures rise and weather patt erns become more 
unpredictable. The shade they produce and the cover they provide can help homeowners lower 
power costs related to heating and cooling in a sustainable way.

Less trips to the doctor
Nature is a powerful force with incredible capabilities. One of it’s superpowers is the ability to help 
reduce our exposure to pollutants, UV radiation and extreme heat which can compromise our 
health and lead to challenging and complex illnesses – some of which last a lifetime. Simply put, 
more time in nature is the best medicine a doctor could prescribe.

A happier and healthier you
Research globally, including that commissioned by NBC, shows direct interaction with nature 
makes us happier and healthier. In fact, spending as litt le as 20-30 minutes a day in nature can 
provide significant health benefits, including reduced stress, improved mood, and enhanced 
overall wellbeing, leading to a bett er overall quality of life for you and the people you love.

File Names:
NBC_A5_Flyer_Commended_Final_FA_Print.pdf
NBC_A5_Flyer_Commended_Final_FA_Digital.pdf
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For any questions or clarification on how to use 
these assets, please get in touch via email at 
contact@naturebasedcities.org.au
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Annexure A
An example of a typical 
Licence Agreement



Trade mark licence deed

Nature Based Cities Ltd
ACN 658 309 418

and

[insert name]
ACN [insert]

K&L Gates
 Melbourne office

Ref: 8005200.00002
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Date: [insert]

Parties

1. Nature Based Cities Ltd ACN 658 309 418 of Level 10, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC,
3000 (Licensor)

2. [Insert] of [Insert] (Licensee)

Background

A. The Licensor is the legal and beneficial owner of all right, title, interest and goodwill in the
Trade Mark.

B. The Licensee seeks a licence from the Licensor to use the Trade Mark in the Territory.

C. If the Licensee has met the criteria for use of the Trade Mark set out in the Certification Rules,
then this Deed formally records the licence of the Trade Mark to the Licensee.

Operative Provisions

1. Definitions and interpretation

1.1 Definitions

In this Deed:

Certification Rules means the Licensor's rules that have been approved by the ACCC and 
have resulted in the registration of the Trade Mark as an Australian certification mark. 

Deed means this deed including the background and any schedules;

Effective Date means the date of this Deed;

Territory means Australia; and

Trade Mark means the registered trade mark owned by the Licensor listed in Schedule 1 to 
this Deed and any other registered or unregistered trade marks notified by the Licensor to the 
Licensee in writing from time to time. 

1.2 Interpretation

In this Deed unless the context requires otherwise:

(a) the singular includes the plural and vice versa;

(b) the headings are used for convenience only and do not affect the interpretation of this
Deed;

(c) a reference to a thing includes a reference to a part of that thing;

(d) a reference to a document includes the document as modified from time to time and
any document replacing it;
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(e) the word "person" includes a natural person and any body or entity whether
incorporated or not;

(f) the words "in writing" include any communication sent by letter, facsimile transmission
or email;

(g) wherever "include" or any form of that word is used it must be construed as if it were
followed by "(without being limited to)";

(h) money amounts are stated in Australian currency unless otherwise specified; and

(i) the word "month" means calendar month and the word "year" means 12 months.

2. Licence

2.1 Grant of licence

With effect from the Effective Date, the Licensor grants to the Licensee a non-transferrable, 
non-exclusive licence to use the Trade Mark in the Territory in accordance with this Deed.

2.2 Licensee's acknowledgments

The Licensee confirms and acknowledges that:

(a) the Licensor may use the Trade Mark or licence others to use the Trade Mark if they
have met the criteria set out in the Certification Rules; and

(b) it may not grant any sub-licences or rights to others to use the Trade Mark without the
prior written consent of the Licensor.

3. Use

The Licensee and Licensor confirm and acknowledge that:

(a) the Licensee must use the Trade Mark only in the manner specified by the Licensor in
accordance with the Certification Rules, this clause or as otherwise directed from time
to time;

(b) The Licensee agrees that the character and quality of the goods and services provided
by the Licensee using the Trade Mark must satisfy the Certification Rules and the
Licensor’s standards and requirements as notified by the Licensor to the Licensee
from time to time;

(c) the Licensee will at all times conduct its affairs in accordance with the highest
standards of business ethics and will conduct the operations of its business in a
manner which is consistent with the provisions of the Certification Rules and this Deed;

(d) the Licensee will ensure that its operations comply with the Certification Rules and all
reasonable guidelines set by the Licensor as advised by the Licensor to the Licensee
from time to time;

(e) the Licensee will use its best endeavours to ensure that its business complies with its
obligations under the Certification Rules and this Deed.

(f) both the Licensor and the Licensee acknowledge that where obligations placed on the
Licensee require a qualitative judgment, the standards to be applied to that obligation
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shall be the standards as advised by the Licensor to the Licensee pursuant to clause 
4(d).

(g) In the absence of a specific standard set down by the Licensor pursuant to clause 4(d)
then the standard to be applied is a standard which would be reasonably expected to
apply to the obligations having regard to all of the circumstances.

(h) the Licensor exercises quality control over services:

(i) dealt with or provided in the course of trade by the Licensee; and

(ii) in relation to which the Trade Mark is used.

(i) The Licensee agrees, as and when requested, to submit to the Licensor for approval
samples of all documents, labels, advertising, websites, marketing materials,
publications, packaging and other matter on which the Trade Mark will appear.

(j) The Licensee must not alter or deface the Trade Mark in any manner.

(k) the Licensee must not:

(i) use the Trade Mark in any manner likely to deceive or cause confusion or
jeopardise their distinctiveness;

(ii) use the Trade Mark together with any other trade marks, logos, names, trading
styles or get up, without the Licensor’s prior written consent;

(iii) create or develop any new trade marks that are substantially identical or
deceptively similar to the Trade Mark without the prior written consent of the
Licensor; and

(iv) use or register in the Territory any business name, company name, domain
name, social media account or anything else that incorporates or is
substantially identical with, or deceptively similar to, the Trade Mark except as
expressly permitted in writing by the Licensor; and

(l) The Licensee must:

(i) use the Trade Mark continuously throughout the Term in respect of the
Services; and

(ii) notify the Licensor in writing immediately if the Licensee intends to cease using
the Trade Mark for any period of time.

4. Title and registration of Trade Mark

4.1 Acknowledgment of Licensor's title

The Licensee acknowledges:

(a) the Licensor's rights, title and interest to the Trade Mark;

(b) that the goodwill relating to the Trade Mark remains vested in the Licensor; and

(c) the validity of the Trade Mark.
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4.2 Protection of Licensor's title

The Licensor undertakes that it will not during the continuance of this Deed or after its 
expiration or termination, take any action, or assist any person to take any action, which would 
or might:

(a) invalidate or put in dispute the Licensor's title in any of the Trade Mark;

(b) oppose any application for registration of the Trade Mark or invalidate any registration
of any of the Trade Mark; and

(c) support an application to remove any of the Trade Mark from a register of trade marks
rights.

4.3 Maintenance of registration 

The Licensor is responsible for maintaining the registration of the Trade Mark, where 
applicable. 

4.4 Revocation or expiry of Trade Mark

The revocation or expiry of any rights or title of the Licensor in any of the Trade Mark will not 
affect the validity of this Deed.

5. Infringement

5.1 Notice of infringement

If the Licensee becomes aware of:

(a) any infringement or threatened infringement of the Trade Mark, or of any conduct in
relation to the Trade Mark that might constitute passing off or misleading and deceptive
conduct; or

(b) any claim by a third party that use of the Trade Mark is likely to deceive or cause
confusion, infringes a third party’s rights, or constitutes passing off or misleading and
deceptive conduct,

the Licensee must immediately notify the Licensor in writing giving the Licensor all the 
information concerning the claim and must not take any other steps in relation to either clause 
6.1(a) or (b) without the prior written consent of the Licensor.

5.2 The Licensor’s discretion as to proceedings

The Licensor may, in its absolute discretion, commence proceedings in respect of any 
infringement of the Trade Mark, or other cause of action connected with the Trade Mark, and 
will have the full conduct of such proceedings.

5.3 Cooperation in proceedings

In any dispute or proceedings involving the Trade Mark, the Licensee must provide such 
cooperation and assistance as required by the Licensor.

6. Termination

Either party may terminate this Deed by written notice to the other party:
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(a) if the other party breaches this Deed and fails to remedy the breach within 30 days of
notice specifying the breach;

(b) immediately if the other party commits an act of bankruptcy or becomes bankrupt,
goes into liquidation, has a receiver, voluntary administrator or any form of
administrator in insolvency appointed, makes any assignment for the benefit of
creditors or enters into a scheme or deed of composition whether formal or informal
with its creditors; or

(c) upon giving the other party 90 days written notice of such termination.

7. Termination consequences

7.1 Termination of Licence and hand over of materials

(a) On termination of this Deed, all rights granted to the Licensee will terminate and all
rights in and to the Trade Mark will revert to the Licensor without further action or
notification by the Licensor to the Licensee or any other person.

(b) Within 7 days of the termination of this Deed, deliver to the Licensor, or, if required by
the Licensor, destroy under the Licensor’s supervision, all documents, labels, tags,
packaging material, advertising and promotional matter, websites, marketing
materials, publications and all other material bearing the Trade Mark.

8. General

8.1 Nature of obligations

(a) Any provision in this Deed which binds more than one person binds all of those
persons jointly and each of them individually.

(b) Each obligation imposed on a party by this Deed in favour of another is a separate
obligation.

8.2 Entire understanding

This Deed contains the entire understanding between the parties concerning the subject 
matter of the Deed and supersedes all prior communications between the parties.

8.3 No waiver

A failure, delay, relaxation or indulgence by a party in exercising any power or right conferred 
on the party by this Deed does not operate as a waiver of the power or right.  A single or 
partial exercise of the power or right does not preclude a further exercise of it or the exercise 
of any other power or right under this Deed.  A waiver of a breach does not operate as a 
waiver of any other breach.

8.4 Severability

If any provision of this Deed offends any law applicable to it and is as a consequence illegal, 
invalid or unenforceable then:

(a) where the offending provision can be read down so as to give it a valid and enforceable
operation of a partial nature it must be read down to the extent necessary to achieve
that result; and
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(b) in any other case the offending provision must be severed from this Deed in which
event the remaining provisions of the Deed operate as if the severed provision had not
been included.

8.5 Successors and assigns

This Deed binds and benefits the parties and their respective successors and permitted 
assigns.

8.6 No assignment

The Licensee cannot assign or otherwise transfer the benefit of this Deed without the prior 
written consent of the Licensor.

8.7 No variation

This Deed cannot be amended or varied except in writing signed by the parties.

8.8 Governing law and jurisdiction

This Deed is governed by and must be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Victoria. The parties submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of that State and the 
Commonwealth of Australia in respect of all matters or things arising out of this Deed.

8.9 Counterparts

This Deed may be executed in counterparts which together form one document. 
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Schedule 1: Trade Mark

Registered 
trade mark no.

Trade mark Class Priority date

2529231 Class 42 11 March 2025
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Executed as a Deed. 

Executed by Nature Based Cities Ltd 
ACN 658 309 418 by its authorised 
representative 

..................................................................... .....................................................................
Signature of witness Signature of authorised representative 

..................................................................... .....................................................................
Name (please print) Name (please print)

Executed by [Insert] by its authorised 
representative 

..................................................................... .....................................................................
Signature of witness Signature of authorised representative  

..................................................................... .....................................................................
Name (please print) Name (please print)



Trade mark licence deed

Nature Based Cities Ltd
ACN 658 309 418

and

[insert name]
ACN [insert]

K&L Gates
 Melbourne office

Ref: 8005200.00002
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Date: [insert]

Parties

1. Nature Based Cities Ltd ACN 658 309 418 of Level 10, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC,
3000 (Licensor)

2. [Insert] of [Insert] (Licensee)

Background

A. The Licensor is the legal and beneficial owner of all right, title, interest and goodwill in the
Trade Mark.

B. The Licensee seeks a licence from the Licensor to use the Trade Mark in the Territory.

C. If the Licensee has met the criteria for use of the Trade Mark set out in the Certification Rules,
then this Deed formally records the licence of the Trade Mark to the Licensee.

Operative Provisions

1. Definitions and interpretation

1.1 Definitions

In this Deed:

Certification Rules means the Licensor's rules that have been approved by the ACCC and 
have resulted in the registration of the Trade Mark as an Australian certification mark. 

Deed means this deed including the background and any schedules;

Effective Date means the date of this Deed;

Territory means Australia; and

Trade Mark means the registered trade mark owned by the Licensor listed in Schedule 1 to 
this Deed and any other registered or unregistered trade marks notified by the Licensor to the 
Licensee in writing from time to time. 

1.2 Interpretation

In this Deed unless the context requires otherwise:

(a) the singular includes the plural and vice versa;

(b) the headings are used for convenience only and do not affect the interpretation of this
Deed;

(c) a reference to a thing includes a reference to a part of that thing;

(d) a reference to a document includes the document as modified from time to time and
any document replacing it;
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(e) the word "person" includes a natural person and any body or entity whether
incorporated or not;

(f) the words "in writing" include any communication sent by letter, facsimile transmission
or email;

(g) wherever "include" or any form of that word is used it must be construed as if it were
followed by "(without being limited to)";

(h) money amounts are stated in Australian currency unless otherwise specified; and

(i) the word "month" means calendar month and the word "year" means 12 months.

2. Licence

2.1 Grant of licence

With effect from the Effective Date, the Licensor grants to the Licensee a non-transferrable, 
non-exclusive licence to use the Trade Mark in the Territory in accordance with this Deed.

2.2 Licensee's acknowledgments

The Licensee confirms and acknowledges that:

(a) the Licensor may use the Trade Mark or licence others to use the Trade Mark if they
have met the criteria set out in the Certification Rules; and

(b) it may not grant any sub-licences or rights to others to use the Trade Mark without the
prior written consent of the Licensor.

3. Use

The Licensee and Licensor confirm and acknowledge that:

(a) the Licensee must use the Trade Mark only in the manner specified by the Licensor in
accordance with the Certification Rules, this clause or as otherwise directed from time
to time;

(b) The Licensee agrees that the character and quality of the goods and services provided
by the Licensee using the Trade Mark must satisfy the Certification Rules and the
Licensor’s standards and requirements as notified by the Licensor to the Licensee
from time to time;

(c) the Licensee will at all times conduct its affairs in accordance with the highest
standards of business ethics and will conduct the operations of its business in a
manner which is consistent with the provisions of the Certification Rules and this Deed;

(d) the Licensee will ensure that its operations comply with the Certification Rules and all
reasonable guidelines set by the Licensor as advised by the Licensor to the Licensee
from time to time;

(e) the Licensee will use its best endeavours to ensure that its business complies with its
obligations under the Certification Rules and this Deed.

(f) both the Licensor and the Licensee acknowledge that where obligations placed on the
Licensee require a qualitative judgment, the standards to be applied to that obligation
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shall be the standards as advised by the Licensor to the Licensee pursuant to clause 
4(d).

(g) In the absence of a specific standard set down by the Licensor pursuant to clause 4(d)
then the standard to be applied is a standard which would be reasonably expected to
apply to the obligations having regard to all of the circumstances.

(h) the Licensor exercises quality control over services:

(i) dealt with or provided in the course of trade by the Licensee; and

(ii) in relation to which the Trade Mark is used.

(i) The Licensee agrees, as and when requested, to submit to the Licensor for approval
samples of all documents, labels, advertising, websites, marketing materials,
publications, packaging and other matter on which the Trade Mark will appear.

(j) The Licensee must not alter or deface the Trade Mark in any manner.

(k) the Licensee must not:

(i) use the Trade Mark in any manner likely to deceive or cause confusion or
jeopardise their distinctiveness;

(ii) use the Trade Mark together with any other trade marks, logos, names, trading
styles or get up, without the Licensor’s prior written consent;

(iii) create or develop any new trade marks that are substantially identical or
deceptively similar to the Trade Mark without the prior written consent of the
Licensor; and

(iv) use or register in the Territory any business name, company name, domain
name, social media account or anything else that incorporates or is
substantially identical with, or deceptively similar to, the Trade Mark except as
expressly permitted in writing by the Licensor; and

(l) The Licensee must:

(i) use the Trade Mark continuously throughout the Term in respect of the
Services; and

(ii) notify the Licensor in writing immediately if the Licensee intends to cease using
the Trade Mark for any period of time.

4. Title and registration of Trade Mark

4.1 Acknowledgment of Licensor's title

The Licensee acknowledges:

(a) the Licensor's rights, title and interest to the Trade Mark;

(b) that the goodwill relating to the Trade Mark remains vested in the Licensor; and

(c) the validity of the Trade Mark.
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4.2 Protection of Licensor's title

The Licensor undertakes that it will not during the continuance of this Deed or after its 
expiration or termination, take any action, or assist any person to take any action, which would 
or might:

(a) invalidate or put in dispute the Licensor's title in any of the Trade Mark;

(b) oppose any application for registration of the Trade Mark or invalidate any registration 
of any of the Trade Mark; and

(c) support an application to remove any of the Trade Mark from a register of trade marks 
rights.

4.3 Maintenance of registration 

The Licensor is responsible for maintaining the registration of the Trade Mark, where 
applicable. 

4.4 Revocation or expiry of Trade Mark

The revocation or expiry of any rights or title of the Licensor in any of the Trade Mark will not 
affect the validity of this Deed.

5. Infringement

5.1 Notice of infringement

If the Licensee becomes aware of:

(a) any infringement or threatened infringement of the Trade Mark, or of any conduct in 
relation to the Trade Mark that might constitute passing off or misleading and deceptive 
conduct; or

(b) any claim by a third party that use of the Trade Mark is likely to deceive or cause 
confusion, infringes a third party’s rights, or constitutes passing off or misleading and 
deceptive conduct,

the Licensee must immediately notify the Licensor in writing giving the Licensor all the 
information concerning the claim and must not take any other steps in relation to either clause 
6.1(a) or (b) without the prior written consent of the Licensor.

5.2 The Licensor’s discretion as to proceedings

The Licensor may, in its absolute discretion, commence proceedings in respect of any 
infringement of the Trade Mark, or other cause of action connected with the Trade Mark, and 
will have the full conduct of such proceedings.

5.3 Cooperation in proceedings

In any dispute or proceedings involving the Trade Mark, the Licensee must provide such 
cooperation and assistance as required by the Licensor.

6. Termination

Either party may terminate this Deed by written notice to the other party:
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(a) if the other party breaches this Deed and fails to remedy the breach within 30 days of 
notice specifying the breach;

(b) immediately if the other party commits an act of bankruptcy or becomes bankrupt, 
goes into liquidation, has a receiver, voluntary administrator or any form of 
administrator in insolvency appointed, makes any assignment for the benefit of 
creditors or enters into a scheme or deed of composition whether formal or informal 
with its creditors; or

(c) upon giving the other party 90 days written notice of such termination.

7. Termination consequences

7.1 Termination of Licence and hand over of materials

(a) On termination of this Deed, all rights granted to the Licensee will terminate and all 
rights in and to the Trade Mark will revert to the Licensor without further action or 
notification by the Licensor to the Licensee or any other person.

(b) Within 7 days of the termination of this Deed, deliver to the Licensor, or, if required by 
the Licensor, destroy under the Licensor’s supervision, all documents, labels, tags, 
packaging material, advertising and promotional matter, websites, marketing 
materials, publications and all other material bearing the Trade Mark.

8. General

8.1 Nature of obligations

(a) Any provision in this Deed which binds more than one person binds all of those 
persons jointly and each of them individually.

(b) Each obligation imposed on a party by this Deed in favour of another is a separate 
obligation.

8.2 Entire understanding

This Deed contains the entire understanding between the parties concerning the subject 
matter of the Deed and supersedes all prior communications between the parties.

8.3 No waiver

A failure, delay, relaxation or indulgence by a party in exercising any power or right conferred 
on the party by this Deed does not operate as a waiver of the power or right.  A single or 
partial exercise of the power or right does not preclude a further exercise of it or the exercise 
of any other power or right under this Deed.  A waiver of a breach does not operate as a 
waiver of any other breach.

8.4 Severability

If any provision of this Deed offends any law applicable to it and is as a consequence illegal, 
invalid or unenforceable then:

(a) where the offending provision can be read down so as to give it a valid and enforceable 
operation of a partial nature it must be read down to the extent necessary to achieve 
that result; and
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(b) in any other case the offending provision must be severed from this Deed in which 
event the remaining provisions of the Deed operate as if the severed provision had not 
been included.

8.5 Successors and assigns

This Deed binds and benefits the parties and their respective successors and permitted 
assigns.

8.6 No assignment

The Licensee cannot assign or otherwise transfer the benefit of this Deed without the prior 
written consent of the Licensor.

8.7 No variation

This Deed cannot be amended or varied except in writing signed by the parties.

8.8 Governing law and jurisdiction

This Deed is governed by and must be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Queensland. The parties submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of that State and 
the Commonwealth of Australia in respect of all matters or things arising out of this Deed.

8.9 Counterparts

This Deed may be executed in counterparts which together form one document. 
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Schedule 1: Trade Mark

Registered 
trade mark no.

Trade mark Class Priority date

2529232 Class 42 11 March 2025
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